World Headache Alliance: Background Information

Mission:
The mission of the WHA is to relieve the suffering of people affected by headache throughout the world, in particular, by sharing information among headache organizations and by increasing the awareness and understanding of headache as a public health concern with profound social and economic impact.

Headache affects 65% of all people in the course of each year.  Many forms of headache are disabling, and all forms together impose enormous social and economic costs.  

History:
The World Headache Alliance was incorporated on November 12, 1997.  Through its offices in London, England, the WHA serves a membership of 44 headache organizations in 30 different countries.   The International Headache Society (IHS), a professional scientific group, has a similar mission and the WHA and the IHS enjoy a close working relationship.

Goals, Programs and Activities: 

To ensure the WHA will address unmet needs and be useful and purposeful to all areas of the globe, WHA Council has determined two particular areas of importance to the WHA and seeks to develop programs and plans to ensure these goals are met.  

The first strategic goal of the WHA is:

“To raise the awareness of headache as a public health concern”

The second:

“To lobby governments and other agencies on the unmitigated burdens of headache and the cost-effectiveness of their alleviation”

The WHA acts as a vehicle to assist in reducing the burden of headache through its current activities aimed at:

· Fostering relationships among existing headache organizations around the world;

· Liaising and cooperating with the International Headache Society in the pursuit of common goals;

· Collaborating on international education and awareness initiatives;

· Gathering and maintaining information on the location, activities, and personnel involved in all lay headache organizations worldwide;

· Acting as a central information clearing house on all lay headache organizations and the issues surrounding headache disorders and their treatment worldwide.

In addition to organizing and attending international meetings like Headache World 2000 in London, England and the 1999 Congress of the International Headache Society in Barcelona, Spain, the WHA also has developed an extensive and interactive Internet website to support member organizations and individuals affected by headache disorders. 

Contact Information:
For more information about the WHA, its members, programs, activities, and membership opportunities, please visit the WHA website at www.w-h-a.org, or contact:  

Postal address
World Headache Alliance

41, Welbeck Street,

W1G 8EA London,

UK

Email:

mail@w-h-a.org
Membership 

Currently, the WHA has 44 member organizations in 30 countries in Europe, North America, South America, Australia, Scandinavia, the Middle East and Asia.  Support for the development of formative organizations is also being provided to areas such as Africa and India.  The members are all headache or migraine education or support organizations and represent the interests of people living with headache in their communities.  

World Headache Alliance's Honour Roll

ACHE (American Council for Headache Education) USA
ACODOC, Colombia
ALCODOC, Argentina

Action Migraine, France
Albanian Headache Center, Albania
Alleanza Cefalalgici (AlCE Group - Cirna Foundation) Italy
ALUCER, Argentina
AMIGAR, Argentina
Asociacion Antioquena para el estudio del Dolor de Cabeza Antioquia Headache Association, Colombia

Associazione Italiana Cefalgici, Italy
Autoayuda al paciente con Cefalea Cronica,  Argentina
Belgian League Against Headache, Belgium
Brain Foundation, Australia
Brazilian Headache Society, Brazil

Bundesverband Deutsche Schmerzhilfe c.v., Germany
Caribbean Headache Association (CHASS), Puerto Rico 
Cefaclub Hospital de Clinicas, Argentina
Clínica de Cefaleas, Hospital Universitario de los Andes Venezuela

Club Migraine et Cephalees, France
Czech Headache Society Department of Neurology, Czechoslovakia
Fondation Quebecoise de la Migraine et des Cephalees, Canada
Headache Society of Malaysia, Malaysia

Headache Society of Southern Alberta, Canada
Headache Unit, Department of Nerology, Israel
Help for Headaches, Canada
Hovedpineforeningen, Denmark

International Headache Society, UK

Japan Chronic Headache, Japan
Lega Italiana Cefalalgici –ONLUS, Italia
Lithuanian Headache Association, Lithuania
M.A.G.N.U.M. USA
Migraine Action Association, United Kingdom
Migraine Association of Canada, Canada
Migraine Association of Ireland, Ireland
Migraine Association of The Upper Midwest, Inc. USA
Migrensamtokin, Iceland
National Headache Foundation, USA
Nederlandse Vereniging van Migraine Patienten, The Netherlands
New England Centre for Headache,  USA
Norges Migreneforbund, Norway
NZ Migraine Sufferers Support Group, New Zealand
Polish Migraine Association, Poland
Rocky Mountain Headache Association USA
Suomen Migreeniyhdistys-Migranforeningen I Finland ry, Finland
Svenska Migränforbundet, Sweden

Swiss Migraine Trust Foundation/Migraine Action, Switzerland
The Migraine Trust, United Kingdom
Turkish Headache Friends Association, Turkey 

Yugoslav Migraine Association, Yugoslavia
World Health Organization, Switzerland
